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OPINION 1025

SALAMANDRATIGRINA GREEN, 1825 (AMPHIBIA): GRANTOF
PRIORITY UNDERTHE PLENARY POWERSOVER

GYRINUSMEXICANUSSHAW, 1789

RULING. —Under the plenary powers it is hereby Ruled that the specific

name mexicanus Shaw, 1789, (Official List of Specific Names in Zoology,

NameNumber 1869) as published in the binomen Gyrinus mexicanus is not to

be given priority over the specific name tigrina Green, 1825 (Official List of

Specific Names in Zoology, NameNumber 191 1) as published in the binomen
Salamandra tigrina by any zoologist who considers that these two names apply

to the same species-group.

HISTORYOF THE CASE(Z.N.(S.) 1861)

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Professor

Hobart M. Smith in September 1968. Professor Smith's application was sent

to the printer on 22 November 1968 and was published on 28 February 1969

in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 25 : 227-228. Public Notice of the possible use of the

plenary powers in the present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as

well as to the other prescribed serial publications (Constitution Art. 12b;

Bull. zool. Nomencl. 21 : 184) and to two specialist serials. No comment was
received.

DECISION OFTHECOMMISSION

On 1 June 1970 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote under

the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (70) 24 either for or against the pro-

posal set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 25 : 228. At the close of the prescribed

voting period on 1 September 1970 the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative votes —twelve (12), received in the following order: Holthuis,

Melville, Lemche, Sabrosky, Vokes, Obruchev, Tortonese, Jaczewski, Mertens,

Munroe, Forest, Ride.

Negative votes —three (3): Eisenmann, Starobogatov, Binder.

Voting Papers not returned —seven (7) : do Amaral, Bonnet, Brinck, Evans,

Kraus, Mayr, Simpson.

Professor Dr. Alvarado returned a late affirmative vote. The following

comments were made by Commissioners in returning their votes:

Mr. R. V. Melville (12.vi.l970): "The entry on the Official List must make
it clear that tigrinum is to be given priority over mexicanum only by those zoolo-

gists who hold that the two names refer to subspecies of the same species."

Dr. E. Eisenmann (22. vi. 1970): "I see no adequate reason advanced for not

following priority. There is no evidence as to any extensive usage treating the

two species as conspecific with the name S. tigrina. The case is the usual one of

merger (not yet generally accepted) of two species, in which event priority

governs which specific name is to be used. I see no confusion at all as tigrina
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will remain a subspecific name. I believe no vote should be taken until evidence

of usage contrary to the usual rule of priority i.e. S. tigrina mexicana is advanced.

The fact that a name is put on the Official List does not give it priority over

another name put even earlier on the Official List which has admitted priority

of publication."

Dr. W. D. L. Ride (20.viii.l970): "But I ask the Secretary to prepare, for

examination by the Commission, the case for the validity of the statement on

p. xii of the introduction to the Official List to the effect that names on the List

have priority. According to the Code (Art. 78 (f )), Lists are compilations of

names and works that are accepted in Opinions; and Opinions involve the

application of the Code to a particular situation (Art. 78 (b)). I do not see that

the appearance of a name in the List says anything about its priority in relation

to other names except to those considered and rejected by the Commission in the

appropriate Opinion".

CERTIFICATE

I certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (70) 24 were cast as set out above,

that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted under

the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken being the decision of the

International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 1025.

R. V. MELVILLE
Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

London
14 May 1974


